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Unscrambling the Truths, Half-Truths, and Lies:  William T. 
Grisham1  Civil War Pension File, SC 663,354 “a detective story” 

 
by Marieta Grissom2 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE 
 
Mr. Woodmansee Questioned Again 
Mr. Woodmansee was questioned again in 1899; apparently frustrated with William, his tone changed,  

Wm. T. Grisham was not much of a soldier. He was homesick most of the time; wanted 
to see Dixey Ann so much, as he expressed himself, that he shot his toe off so that he 
could get his discharge. It did not work, however, as he was reported to headquarters 
and made to remain with his command until the discharge of the regiment...  
I gave an affidavit about claimant at one time in which I testified to a flesh wound of arm, 
think the left. It was not serious but I saw him put in the ambulance with blood on his 
arm. This was at Pulaski, Tenn in Oct., 1864. How bad he was wounded I do not know, 
that is did not know at the time, but after he came back he made no complaint and I 
understood his arm was as well as ever.  
At time I gave my affidavit in this matter, he wanted me to swear to an injury to right arm 
incurred in the service, but I told him then and there that said arm was alright at 
discharge and therefore would not swear to any injury to same... The flesh wound of left 
arm is all the disability I have any knowledge of his incurring during service, and that was 
only slight, so slight that he soon got over it and was not troubled with it after.  
His appetite was good, and he ... could see like a mink while in the army. I have no 
knowledge that he was troubled with diarrhea, piles and stomach trouble. Never heard of 
his being injured or wounded about the breast or leg or losing the sight of right eye 
during service.  
After service I saw him but twice, once at a reunion, and once when I gave him an 
affidavit. When I saw him at the reunion he appeared to be in good health and his arms 
alright. At time I gave him an affidavit he had a crooked right arm, at least I think it was 
the right arm... I saw the scar on his arm after he came back from hospital. I guess he 
showed that scar to all his comrades...  
My brother Preston Woodmansee [lived near William in Kansas and he] told me [William] 
got into some kind of a scrape and got hurt and that he was run out of Ellsworth Co., 
Kansas where he lived.3 

  
                                                   
1 William T. Grisham (Pvt., Co. E. 8th Iowa Cavalry, Civil War), pension no. SC 663,354, Case Files of Approved Pension Applications, 
1861-1934; Civil War and Later Pension Files; Department of Veterans Affairs, RG 15; NARA, Washington, D.C. In the pension file, 
William’s middle initial “T” is consistently referred to as “Thomas’” family tradition has indicated that “T” stood for “Thompson,” after 
the father, Thompson Grisham. Whichever, he was known within his family, friends, and military comrades as “Tom.” 
2 Marieta Grissom is a published genealogical writer, who generally shares stories that have a unique twist. Note: For readability in this 
story some quotes were changed from the third person, he said, to first person, I said. This was done to some statements the claimant and 
the witnesses made to the Special Examiners. Usually the Special Examiner used third person when writing up interviews. 
3 Joseph G. Woodmansee Deposition, 12 July 1899, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
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Mr. Haifley Interviewed Again 
M. W. Haifley was interviewed again in September 1899. Special Examiner J. L. Newman reported, 
“This witness is uneducated and his memory is a sort of convenient one. It seems to display different 
impressions at different times.” Mr. Haifley even denied ever making an affidavit for William... he 
couldn't remember much.4 
Other Contacts 
Some people contacted for information didn't remember William T. Grisham, i.e., George W. Pease, 
who had been his 2nd Lieutenant. Mr. Pease remembered two Grisham boys, but he didn't remember 
about any injuries.5 Comrades frequently confused the two Grisham brothers in their affidavits and 
depositions. In one case it appears even the federal government may have gotten them confused.6 In 
future depositions, other comrades commented on both Grisham brothers. 
In a deposition in March 1900 David J. Myers, of Burlington, Iowa, discussed the Grisham brothers, 
Tom and Jim. It is possible that Mr. Myers has them confused, but he adds some enlightenment to the 
story. 

Both of said Grishams were wounded accidentally. Both wounded in the foot. I think Jim 
was shot in the heel and I know Tom was shot in the toe... I was in camp when Tom was 
shot. I saw him in a few minutes after and help carry him to the hospital. He was working 
with his revolver and it went off and shot him in the toe. Wm. H. Sickler was in the tent 
with him at the time. I saw him come out of tent when pistol went off. I have heard them 
say he was present. There was talk that the shot was purposely inflicted, but I do not 
know it personally. Jim was on detached duty when he was shot. Tom was shot at 
Kingston, Ga. I heard that Jim's wound was accidental and that the same shot killed a 
Wisconsin man in same tent.  

The Special Examiner continued to press Mr. Myers regarding the circumstances of the incident and 
Mr. Myers maintained his statement that the common talk in camp was that the shot had been fired 
intentionally.7 
Also in March 1900 Leander Bradford, Bonaparte, Iowa, deposed a story similar to Mr. Myers; he did 
not remember William having any other disability.8 
In March 1900 when asked about William's alleged wound of foot, Elwin J. Turton, Farmington, Iowa, 
recalled, “I understood that he was on the side of a hill in outskirts of camp somewhere and he took aim 
at his big toe and fired. He claimed it was accidental but the men said he did it deliberately, that his 
brother had been accidentally shot and had gone home on furlough and Tom wanted to go to. That was 
common talk in company.” Mr. Turton did not recall any other injuries or diseases that William had 
suffered.9 
Bureau of Pensions Persistence 
The Bureau of Pensions was unrelenting in its diligence to find truth. 
In November 1900 comrade Isaiah J. Clark, Custer Park, Illinois, reported,  

Two Grisham's, Tom & Jim. I never messed or tented or bunked with either of them... 
one of the Grisham boys was shot in his own tent with a revolver in his own hands. I 

                                                   
4 M. W. Haifley Deposition, 26 September 1899, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
5 George W. Pease (near Hampton, Franklin County, Iowa) Deposition, 28 May 1900, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
6 Surgeon General’s Office letter dated 1 May 1885 to Adjutant General, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
7 David J. Myers Deposition, 22 March 1900, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
8 Leander Bradford Deposition, 10 March 1900, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
9 Elwin J. Turton Deposition, 27 March 1900, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
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understood that he shot the big toe off one of his feet, I couldn't say which foot. I couldn't 
say which one of the Grisham boys it was, but it rather runs in my mind it was Tom, still I 
couldn't be positive. I couldn't say when this happened. I didn't see him at the time or for 
quite a while after, for he had gone to the hospital... The talk in the company was that he 
had shot himself purposely but I don't know more than what I heard.  
The Grisham boys were not liked very much as they were poor soldiers and always got 
out of a fight if they could. It seems to me that Andrew J. Baker of Perryton, Ohio, who 
was Orderly Sgt. part of the time, told me about one of the Grisham's shooting himself. It 
runs in my mind now that both of the Grisham boys shot himself and it seems to me that 
one of them was before I was taken prisoner and the other while I was away in prison 
and that when I rejoined the company that I was told that the other Grisham had shot 
himself, too. ... Yes, one company was in a railroad wreck in Indiana on the way to the 
port. I think, I couldn't say positively that one of the Grisham boys was hurt in that wreck. 
... It seems to me that one of the Grisham's was sick and was out at a hospital, but I 
couldn't say when or where or for what disease.10 

One more fellow soldier, Andrew J. Baker, Black Run, Ohio, in December 1900 recalled, 
Wm T. Grisham was a  

strong robust man when I first knew him in service. The only disability that I now 
remember of Grisham having in service was the diarrhea and I distinctly recall that he 
had that disease very bad about New Years of 1864 at which time we were near Poplar 
Springs, Tenn. He was very bad off at that time with the disease… No, I do not recall 
that Grisham had any other disability in service, except diarrhea.... I am quite sure he 
was never wounded… I know nothing of him being wounded in the leg at Burnt Hickory. I 
have no recollection that Grisham was ever injured in the breast and side by his horse 
falling on him or through any other cause. I do not recall that he had any trouble with his 
eyes in service. ... No sir, I did not know of Grisham having piles in service. I have heard 
you read Grisham's statement concerning his military service and the several wounds 
incurred, but I have no recollection of anything ailing him but the diarrhea.11 

On April 4, 1901 William's attempt for pension under the “old” General Law was again REJECTED. 
After this action, William switched agents again; he signed a power of attorney for H. E. Mullan, 
Washington, D.C., to represent him.12 
Final Application – Fraudulent Birthdate 
William made one more attempt to collect a larger pension. He claimed in his Declaration for Pension 
under the Act of 1907 that he was born May 20, 1834.13 Probably suspecting fraud, the Pension Bureau 
asked for a copy of a birth record to verify this information, but he claimed that he didn't have anything: 
the family Bible had burned in a house fire, no baptismal record, and that his entire family was dead.14 
During the Bureau's verification process, William's enlistment record was checked. It showed that he 
enlisted on August 25, 1863 at age 18. If he had actually been born in 1834, he would have been age 
29 at enlistment. On February 27, 1908 his application was REJECTED.  
 

                                                   
10 Isaiah J. Clark (age 54, Custer Park, Mill County, Illinois) Deposition, 23 November 1900, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
11 Andrew J. Baker (age 59, Postmaster, Black Run, Muskingum County, Ohio) Deposition, 28 December 1900, William T. Grisham 
pension file SC 663,654. 
12 Power of Attorney, H. E. Mullan, 23 April 1901, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
13 Declaration for Pension, 7 November 1907, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
14 William T. Grisham letter to Commissioner of Pensions, 31 January 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,354. 
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William’s Death 
At the time of his death of Heart Failure” on March 26, 1908, William T. Grisham was receiving $12 per 
month for his Civil War service. When he died, he was living with his wife, Mary, at the Soldiers’ and 
Sailor’s Home in Milford, Nebraska.15 In his Will, William T. Grisham left their home in Milford, Nebraska 
to his wife; he left one dollar to his son, unnamed.16 
Revelations After William's Death 
Mere days after William's death, on April 4, Mary applied for his pension. Almost immediately her 
application was approved, but just as quickly, questions were raised, and this is when the Special 
Examiners really went to work.  
The Bureau of Pensions had sent William a questionnaire in October 1897. He answered the five 
questions and returned the form on November 5, 1897. The questions asked about his marriage and 
children to which he responded: Married “Mary A. Babcock on Oct 11, 1873 in Princeton, Illinois by T. 
B. Ives, Pastor, Baptist Church.... I know of no record of the marriage; I hold the marriage certificate... 
never married but once ... no children.”17 [emphasis added]. 
Mary may not have been aware of William's earlier statement. In her application, Mary stated that her 
first husband was killed in the Civil War and William T. Grisham's first wife was divorced.18 RED FLAG! 
Advice Paper 
Upon receiving Mary's application, an “advice paper” was created suggesting that the claimant needed 
to provide proof of William's death, marriage information, prior marriage, divorce, income, property 
assessment, mortgage records, transfers, rental value, life insurance, etc. 
Thus, the search began. 
A package of information was assembled to fulfill the proof requested on the advice paper. 
1. On May 5, 1908 Mary deposed with answers to the initial questions as best she could, 

1st, I Mary A. Grisham, Widow of William T. Grisham, being first duly sworn deposes and says, I 
know that William T. Grisham was in the military service of the United States and served in Co. 
E 8th Ia Cav and he drew a pension of $12.00 per month on Certificate No. 888.806 for said 
service. 

2nd, My first husband John Beber who died July 8th 1865 at Decker Station, Tenn to the best of my 
knowledge served in Co. E (I don't know what Regiment) he went from Walnut Ill. I drew 
pension ($8.00 per month from the time of his death to October 11, 1873. Was paid from 
Chicago, Ill. I am unable to give the number of that claim and have no means of getting it. I 
attach a certified copy of my marriage certificate to William T. Grisham. 

No. 3, William T. Grisham and myself had both been married before only once. My first husband 
name was John Beber. I don't know Mr. Grisham's first wife's name before her marriage. My 
husband John Beber died July 8, 1865. Mr. Grisham and his wife were divorced and later she 
died. 

No. 4, I have no record of the death of John Beber he died in the service and you now have 
evidence sent you after his death on which I drew a pension to prove this it would be impossible 
for me to secure this same evidence at this late day. 

                                                   
15 “Death Register,” Soldiers and Sailors Home, Milford, NE, Records 1896-1939, RG039, #27,489, Library/Archives Division, Nebraska 
State Historical Society, Lincoln. 
16 William T. Grisham Will, dated 23 April 1907, filed 11 June 1908, Seward County, Nebraska, Book ?, Page 372-373. 
17 Claimant Deposition, 5 November 1897, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
18 Declaration for Widow’s Pension, 4 April 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
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No. 5, I don't know where my husband William T. Grisham got his divorce, this occurred before I 
knew him. He told me in Iowa but I don't know where at.19 

2. Also on May 5, 1908 Mary deposed, 
I, Mary A. Grisham, Widow of William T. Grisham of Co. E 8th Ia Cav being first duly sworn deposes 

and says as follows: 
1st, I am the owner and now in possession of Real Estate valued at $ [blank], and personal property 

valued at $ [also blank]. This is all I possess in this world and from which I have no income, 
living entirely on what is given me. The rental value of my property would be about $4.00 per 
month, but I occupy it myself, it being my only home.  

What property I have is free from incumbrance, there is no mortgage or lien against it. 
I have not disposed of any real or personal property since April 8th 1908. 
My husband, the late William T. Grisham, carried no life insurance.20 

3. Two men, David Bogart and Robert Danika, provided an assessment of her property: Real Estate 
$350.00, Personal $120. In addition, they verified that "the income from same is nothing and 
expenses are nothing.21 

4. The County Clerk submitted an affidavit regarding the property tax for William's property: “tax... for 
the year 1907, [I] do hereby certify that the valuation of Real Estate and Personal Tax of the late 
William T. Grisham was $74.00.”22 

5. James G. Muir, M.D., submitted a Physician's Affidavit: “I first treated him professionally about May 
1, 1907 and continued to treat him up to his death which occurred March 26th 1908.”23 

6. A “copy” of the marriage certificate for William T. Grisham and Mary A Beber was notarized for 
submission.24 

7. An acquaintance, Thomas Marshall signed an affidavit in which he stated, “I have been personally 
acquainted with Mary A. Grisham, the claimant and with her late Husband William T. Grisham for 7 
years. I seen them almost every day during that time and know that they lived together as man and 
wife up to the time of the death of William T. Grisham which occurred March 26th, 1908.”25 

Need Evidence of Divorce from Former Wife 
Upon receiving the package of documents, on May 27, 1908 the Pension Commissioner sent notice 
that the widow's claim, “requires a duly authenticated copy of the decree divorcing the soldier from his 
former wife.”26 
On November 13, 1908 Mary A. Grisham answered a very long set of Special Examiner questions 
which began with general comments some of which include: 

                                                   
19 Mary A. Grisham [Widow’s] Deposition, 5 May 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
20 Mary A. Grisham [Widow’s] Deposition, 5 May 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
21 David Bogart and Robert Danika deposition for widow, 5 May 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
22 John Suppiger, Seward County, Nebraska, County Clerk, Affidavit, no date but stamped by Bureau of Pensions on 25 May 1908, 
William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
23 James G. Muir, Physician’s Affidavit, 25 May 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
24 “Copy” of Marriage Certificate for William T. Grisham and Mary A. Beber, notarized by J. H. Perkinson, no date but stamped by Bureau 
of Pensions on 25 May 1908.  
25 Thomas Marshall Affidavit for widow, 5 May 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
26 Letter dated 27 May 1908 from Commissioner to Hon. E. H. Hinshaw, House of Representatives, William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
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I was married to William T. Grisham Oct. 11, 1873 at Princeton, Ill. By a Baptist minister 
whose name I do not remember and he and I lived together as husband and wife from 
our marriage till his death and we were never divorced. I have not remarried since his 
death. 
Mr. Grisham left no children at his death. I have been married just twice is all I have ever 
been married, first to John Beber who died in the service and then to William T. 
Grisham. I married John Beber Jan 28, 1855 in Bureau Co. Ill. My maiden name was 
Mary A. Babcock. 
Q: How many times was your husband William T. Grisham married? 

A: Only once before he married me. 

Q: Who was his first wife? 

A: I could not tell you. I know nothing about her family. He was married and parted long 
before I knew him. 
Q: What knowledge have you that Grisham was married before he married you? 

A: Why I have no knowledge of it only what he told me and then my father-in-law’s 
people on first husband’s side told me of it. 
Q: Do you know where he married his first wife? 

A: I do not. 
Q: Or how long he lived with her? 

A: I do not know that either. 

Q: Was he divorced from her? 

A: I could not tell you that either. He said he had a divorce and that is all I know.  

I got acquainted with Wm. T. Grisham about a year before I married him in Henry Co. 
Iowa while I was visiting my father-in-law George Beber who is long since dead. I am not 
right sure it was in Henry Co. Ia and do not remember the name of the town.  
Mr. Grisham had relatives in Jefferson Co. Ia. Eleazer Morgan, an uncle whose P.O. 
address used to be Bakers P.O. but heard he went west. Will Morgan, cousin, same 
P.O. but he went west years ago. Mr. Baker who kept the P.O. there. Those are all that I 
can name there that knew Mr. Grisham.  
Mr. Grisham was in bridge gang on the Burlington R. R. The most of the time after he 
came from the army till our marriage but I do not know who he worked with or for. He 
had no settled place to live and made his home wherever he happened to be and I do 
not know who knew him prior to my marriage to him.  
He married his first wife after he came from the army but do not know how long after or 
how long they lived together. They had one child and she took that with her when she 
went away and left him. Mr. Grisham told me that she became familiar with other men 
while he was away from home and he came home one time and found a man with her 
and when he went out to work she left and took the child. I do not know the name of that 
first wife or any of her folks or where she and Grisham lived together. That marriage 
might have been along the main line of the Burlington R. R. Or it might be somewhere 
else. I have not the least idea at all where.  
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Yes I am sure he told me about his former wife, and told me that before I married him, 
and said he had been married once before and said when I asked him if he had a 
divorce from his wife, he replied, Do you suppose I would marry any woman without a 
divorce, and that was his answer and he never did tell me directly that he had divorced 
his former wife. He said he could not live with his former wife, that she was everybody’s 
wife and he could not live with her and told me that before we were married. ... Mr. 
Grisham told me that his first wife remarried after he separated from her, that she 
married a ranchman in Texas and did not live a year after her marriage. I do not know 
how or where he got this information or date of her death or where she died. 
Q: I have read to you the statement Mr. Grisham made under oath to a special examiner 
of the Pension Bureau in which he said, I have not been married but the one time, and 
also his statement he made in reply to a letter of inquiry from the Pension Bureau in 
which he said never married but once. What have you to say as to those statements? 

A: I do not know a thing about that or why he made those statements. His mind was 
awful fickle from the wound on his head. I do not know a thing about his former marriage 
only what he told me and I have told you the truth today about what he told me of his 
former marriage... 
At the death of Mr. Grisham he left this house where I live, a frame house of two rooms 
and which he willed to me. It is worth about $300. That is all the property I own besides a 
few old household goods and I have no income from any source at all.”27 

Special Examiners Went to Work 
Special Examiners were soon combing the countryside. J. J. Horrigan interviewed Eliphal G. Spencer 
at Fairfield, Jefferson County, Iowa. He knew William T. Grisham, known as “Tom,” when he lived with 
his parents near Baker post office, both before and after the war. He knew that William had married 
after the war but was not able to provide any information about the marriage or divorce. However, he 
suggested talking with Nancy Sheets of Hedrick, Iowa. She was the widow of William's uncle, William 
Morgan.28 
Record of First Marriage Found, but No Divorce Decree Found 
Mr. Horrigan secured a certified copy of the marriage record of William T. Grisham to Miss Hester 
Culver, June 6, 1870, from the Clerk of District Court at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. He also “made a very 
careful search of the court records at Mt. Pleasant, Henry Co. Ia. and Fairfield, Jefferson Co. Ia from 
the date of this marriage to the year 1880, by index to court records and of papers filed in both the 
District and Circuit courts, but find no evidence that application for divorce was made in either 
county.”29 
Interviews in Keokuk County, Iowa 
In February 1909, Special Examiner J. B. Lichty was tasked with the search regarding the legality of the 
marriage of Mary Ann Babcock Beber and William T. Grisham. In his various interviews, Mr. Lichty 
determined, “Soldier was considered wholly unreliable so far as I could learn.”30  
Mr. Lichty's first interview was with Nancy Ellen Sheets at Hedrick, Keokuk County, Iowa, on February 
3, 1909. Widow of William Morgan, now the wife of Benjamin Sheets, she deposed, 

                                                   
27 Claimant’s [Widow] Final Statement, 13 November 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
28 Eliphal G. Spencer Deposition, 7 December 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
29 J. J. Horrigan, Special Examiner, cover letter to Bureau of Pensions, 11 December 1908, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
30 J. B. Lichty, Special Examiner, cover letter to Commissioner of Pensions, 9 February 1909, William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
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I remember William Thomas Grisham son of Thompson Grisham & Margaret Grisham 
born Morgan. I knew William T. Grisham called Thomas from the time I could remember 
anyone… I don't remember of hearing that William Thomas Grisham was married more 
than once. I did not see his wife but heard that he had married a widow with two or three 
children… William T. Grisham has a brother David who lives near here.31 

After hearing about William’s brother, Mr. Lichty's second interview was with David Grissom in Benton 
Township, Keokuk County, Iowa. On February 3, 1909, he stated, 

I am a son of Thompson and Margaret Grissom. I have always spelled my name 
Grissom. My father was old & childish & spelled his name Grissom, Grissum & Grisham. 
He had no education. I had brothers James older than I and William Thompson and 
John younger than I.  I had two sisters Elizabeth married John A. Tracy, Rome, Ia, & 
now dead and Margaret-Minerva but I don't know her last husband’s name or where she 
lives but heard from John Tracy about five years ago that she was in Montana. My 
brother James was drowned & his widow remarried at Rome, Ia. & left there but I don't 
know whom she married nor where she went.  My brother John is also dead.  He was 
the youngest. 
The last I heard of my brother William Thompson he was at Red Oak, Iowa. We always 
called him Tom at home. He was in the army. He enlisted about the same time brother 
James did... I was born in Nov 1841 and brother William T. was about four years 
younger than I.  
He brought a widow with about five children from Illinois & said he had married this 
widow. I can't remember her name or where in Illinois he said he married her. I saw him 
with her in Jefferson Co. Ia. He farmed there one year while living with this woman & left 
with her & that is the last I heard of her. My wife says her name was Mary. I can't 
remember brother William T. being married but the one time or of him introducing but the 
one woman to me as his wife & that was the widow who had five children. I don't think he 
could have been married before he went to the army as he was just a young boy when 
he enlisted but large for his age I did not see much of him after he came out of the army. 
He lived in Jefferson and Henry Counties after the War and I lived in Jefferson County.  
Brother William T. bought a suit of clothes at Fairfield on my credit & had to leave 
Fairfield on that account. My wife says she remembers that brother William T. was 
married before he married the widow in Illinois but I can't remember it at all. No, I can't 
recall ever knowing a Hester Culver.32 

Since she seemed to have something to add, Mr. Lichty's third interview was with Mary A. Grissom, 
wife of the previous deponent. This interview also took place on 3 February 1909. She stated, 

I was married to David Grissom Oct 19, 1871 in Keokuk Co. Ia and have been living with 
him as his wife ever since. 
The first time I ever saw my husband's brother William Thompson was the spring after 
my marriage when William T. Grisham came to my home on Walnut Creek, Jefferson 
Co. Ia with a woman he introduced as his wife. This woman was young, frail & weakly & 
had blue eyes & light hair and a child just beginning to walk they called Willie. William T. 
Grisham claimed the child Willie as his. I understood that they were living at Rome, Ia 
when they visited us. I don't know where William T. Grisham & this woman were married 
or what her maiden name was. It was not long until I heard Wm T. Grisham & this 

                                                   
31Nancy Ellen Sheets Deposition, 3 February 1909, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654.  
32 David Grissom Deposition, 3 February 1909, William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
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woman had separated but I don't know where they separated or whatever became of the 
woman. 
Along about 1877 or 1878 William T. Grisham came to our house near Richland, Keokuk 
Co. Ia with another woman he introduced as his wife. He called this woman Mary & said 
he had married her in Illinois. She was a widow & had five children when Grisham 
married her. When I saw her she said she had two girls married & she had a girl & two 
boys with her. She called the girl Manda. It comes to me now that it was about 1879 W. 
T. Grisham came to our house with his second wife Mary. He & his wife Mary lived in 
Jefferson Co. Ia about a year & then left & I never knew anything more about them. I 
knew nothing about W. T. Grisham from 1872 to 1879 & don't know where he was during 
that period. 
W. T. Grisham told me in 1879 that his boy Willie by first wife was dead. He did not say 
his first wife was dead or that he was divorced from her and I did not ask him. I never 
heard of William T. Grisham being married but the two times mentioned above. I know 
he brought those two women to our house and introduced each as his wife. I don't know 
whether or not one of these women was named Hester Culver. He did not call her 
Hester, he called her Anna. It runs in my mind that the second wife the widow was 
named Beber but I will not be sure.33 

Additional Evidence 
These interviews and conversations with others in the community, including Rev. Jonathan Lee, who 
seemed very familiar with everyone in the area, prompted Mr. Lichty to recommend further examination 
of the claim as to the death or divorce of the soldier's wife, Hester Culver. He obtained the name and 
address of Hester’s brother, Levi Culver in California for follow up. In his diligent search, Mr. Lichty 
contacted Mrs. Fannie Southwick at Mt. Pleasant, who said she had not heard from her cousin [William 
“Willie” Asa Grisham] for six or eight years, but the last time “he was at Celastine, I.T.[Indian Territory] 
& his step father Jim Salmon was at South McAlester, I.T.” So... Willie was probably very much alive; 
he had not died as William had told Mary during his 1879 visit to David and Mary’s home. Furthermore, 
William T. knew his son was probably still alive at the time he wrote his Will because he left his son one 
dollar. 
Interview in California 
Mr. E. G. Hursh was a Special Examiner in California. On 26 February 1909 he secured a deposition 
from Hester’s brother, Levi B. Culver, in San Jose. In his cover letter Mr. Hursh described Mr. Culver as 
“a man of undoubted truth and veracity.” In his deposition, Mr. Culver stated, 

I remember a man who went by the name of Thomas Grisham in Henry Co. Iowa near 
Salem. I first knew him there about 1868. I was married during that year and he married 
my half-sister Hester Ann Culver soon after I was married…  
They lived near Salem, Iowa, in several different places. He proved to be a trifling and 
good for nothing fellow and she only lived with him something like two years when she 
had to leave him because of his failure to provide for her. She had a son by him whose 
name was William Grisham, who is somewhere near Sherman, Texas, I believe. His 
exact address can be obtained from his mother's sister Mary E. Thomas, wife of J. H. 
Thomas of East Henry St. Mt. Pleasant, Henry Co. Iowa, as her children correspond with 
him.  

                                                   
33 Claimant’s Deposition, 3 February 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888.806 in William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
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I always understood that my said half-sister procured a divorce from Thomas Grisham, I 
cannot say where she got a divorce, but suppose it must have been in Henry Co. Iowa. I 
cannot say when she got it. She told me herself that she got a divorce from Thomas 
Grisham, and she lived with my father and was subsequently married again to James 
Salmon at some place in Texas, but cannot give the date or exact place, but think not far 
from Sherman, Grayson Co. Tex. My father and sister Hester and last husband are 
dead.  
After my sister and Grisham separated I never saw anything more of him. My sister kept 
the baby and he got out.34 

Another Iowa Interview 
In March Special Examiner, J. B. Lichty was tasked with obtaining a deposition from Mary E. Thomas in 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa in March 1909. Mr. Lichty described Mrs. Thomas as a witness of good reputation. 
Mrs. Thomas stated, 

I knew a Thomas Grisham who married my sister Hester Ann Culver in Henry Co. Ia. I 
think Thomas Grisham also had a William in his name. After my sister married Thomas 
Grisham they lived first about Rome, Henry County & Grisham failed to provide for her & 
father took them in with him on the farm four miles south of Mt. Pleasant. In less than 
three years Grisham deserted my sister, deserting her at father's house four miles South 
of Mt. Pleasant.  
After Grisham deserted my sister Hester Ann she continued to live with father in Henry 
Co. Ia for about a year, and then went with father to Whitesboro, Grayson Co. Texas. I 
think father & Hester went to Texas in fall of 1874. Hester continued to live near and in 
Whitesboro, Grayson Co. Texas until about a year before she died, when she went to 
Gainesville, Cook Co. Texas where she died in April, I think about 1881.  
She married James Salmon in Grayson Co. Texas, I think in Spring of 1877. I don't know 
but always supposed sister Hester Ann got a divorce from Grisham in Grayson Co. 
Texas... My sister Hester Ann Culver Grisham Salmon died the April after I left Texas. 
She died of consumption in Gainesville, Texas and is buried in the Crenshaw Cemetery 
near Whitesboro, Grayson Co. Texas.  
My sister Hester Ann had only one child Willie who is still living so far as I know. He was 
in Indian Territory, my husband says near Muskogee, but I can't remember. My sister’s 
husband James Salmon is a carpenter & was living at Muskogee, I.T. the last I heard of 
him about three years ago… Sister Hester Ann had two children by Salmon but both 
died.35 

Interviews in Texas 
Mrs. Lucinda Salmon appeared before Special Examiner U. J. Biller, in South McAlester, Texas, on 26 
April 1909. Her statement includes, 

I am the mother of James B. Salmon. My son married Hester Ann Grisham at 
Whitesboro, Grayson Co, Texas about thirty years ago... She was then living with her 
parents. I then understood that she was a widow. I thought her husband was dead. I 
never heard of her getting a divorce while she lived in or at Whitesboro, Texas.  

                                                   
34 Levi B. Culver Deposition, 26 February 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888.806 in William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
35 Mary E. Thomas Deposition, 18 March 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888.806 in William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
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Hester Ann and my son lived together until she died. She died in Gainesville, Texas… 
She died in June but I cannot give the year but Hester Ann and my son lived together 
about eight years. If they were married on Sept. 27, 1877 then I judge that Hester Ann 
died in June 1885 or about that year. I am sure she died in June.  
Hester Ann had a son by her first husband, William A. (I think his middle name is Asa). 
This boy came to me when his mother died, he was then about fourteen years old, and 
he lived with me for the next two years. Of course, I am now old and I give these dates 
from memory. I know of no record of Hester Ann's death. I know nothing at all as to any 
divorce between Hester Ann and her husband, Grisham.36 

Special Examiner U. J. Biller found that contrary to Levi B. Culver's deposition, Hester's husband had 
not died. James B. Salmon submitted his deposition to Special Examiner U. J. Biller in South 
McAlester, Texas on 26 April 1909. He stated, 

I made the acquaintance of Mrs. Hester Ann Grisham about two years before I married 
her. She was then living with her parents Mr. & Mrs. Asa Culver at Whitesboro, Texas. 
She was then a widow and came from Iowa. She told me that her husband was either 
dead or divorced. I do not think she got a divorce from Grisham here in Texas. It now 
seems to me that she told me she heard of his death after she came to Texas and 
before I married her. I do not recollect that she ever told me that she herself got a 
divorce from Grisham anywhere.  
Hester Ann and I were married in September 1877 but I cannot give the day of the 
month. We lived together nearly eight years when she died. She died in Gainesville, 
Texas of consumption in June 1885, along about the first of the month. I am reasonably 
certain of the month and year although I now have no record of Hester's death and I 
know of no record either public or private. I know Cleveland was elected in the fall and 
Hester Ann died the next June.  
William A. Grisham, Hester Ann's son by her first husband was about six or seven years 
old when his mother and I were married and he was from twelve to fourteen years old 
when his mother died.  
Hester Ann was buried at Whitesboro, Texas. There is no tombstone at her graveyard. 
Many people lived there at Whitesboro who knew Hester Ann well and attended her 
funeral but I left there in Sept 1885 and have never been back so I do not know who 
attended her funeral. We had no undertaker. I don't remember who sold me the coffin at 
Gainesville. I had no physician for quite a while before Hester Ann died. Dr. Sanders had 
treated her but he is dead. ...  
Hester's parents and her sister, Lucinda Carter and her husband George Carter, were all 
at the funeral. The Carter’s lived near Mt. Pleasant, Iowa when I last heard of them. 
Hester Ann lived at Whitesboro, Grayson Co., Texas all the time after she came to 
Texas until she and I married. We lived at Whitesboro until about two years before she 
died. We then lived in Gainesville, Texas.37 

 
No Divorce Decree in Texas 

                                                   
36 Mrs. Lucinda Salmon Deposition, 26 April 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888.806 in William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
37 James B. Salmon Deposition, 26 April 1909, Mary A. Grisham Pension File WC 888.806 in William T. Grisham pension file SC 
663,654. 
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Special Examiner Biller contacted the Clerk of the District Court in Sherman, Texas, inquiring about a 
divorce for Hester Ann Grisham from William Thomas Grisham. He had the Clerk check records for 
1874, 75, 76, and 1877. The clerk responded, “Our records fail to show such a case as that inquired 
about.”38 Later, Mr. Biller went to Sherman where he and the District Clerk again went over all the 
records from 1870 to 1885 but found no divorce record.  

During his investigation Mr. Biller “searched the marriage records of Grayson County, Texas and found 
the following entry on page 127, vol. E: James B. Salmon and Hester Grisham Sept 27, 1877. The 
marriage was performed by one J. R. Diamond, Justice of the Peace.” Not only did he interview Mrs. 
Lucinda Salmon and James B. Salmon, but he also talked with Miss Nancy J. Salmon, sister of James. 
He reported that “I saw each one separately and when I mentioned Mr. Grisham, the first husband of 
Hester Ann, all of them said instantly ‘my, he was dead wasn't he?’”39 
On May 8, 1909 the Bureau of Pensions ruled that 1) with the death of the first wife, 2) the length of 
time the soldier lived with the second wife after the death of the first wife, and 3) with the laws in the 
State of Nebraska, the relationship between William T. Grisham and Mary Ann Grisham could be 
considered a common law marriage and therefore the application for pension was APPROVED.40 
Mary Ann Grisham Died 
Mary Ann Grisham died on September 4, 1909 in Milford, Seward County, Nebraska, only four months 
after the pension bureau’s approval ruling on her behalf.41 
Summary 
The pension files for William T. Grisham and James T. Grisham were integrated with additional records, 
i.e., Volunteer enlistment records, Compiled Military Service Records (CMSR), census records, 
obituaries, and existing records from the Grand Island and Milford Soldier’s Homes, to pursue this 
story. It was enlightening to follow the truths, half-truths, and lies, seeing how some grew larger and 
negatively impacted the situation, to observe witness frustrations and convenient memories, and to 
understand the process used to find truth in the pension application process. 
In the final analysis, the subjects gained little, but as family historians we gained much genealogical 
information and unique perspectives into the character of the people. 
Biographical Summary 
William T. Grisham was probably born 20 May 184542 in New Town,43 Fountain County, Indiana,44 the 
son of Thompson Grisham and Margaret Morgan. William died 26 March 1908 at the Nebraska 

                                                   
38 Clerk of District Court, K. S. Loving, Sherman, Texas, 12 April 1909, Mary A. Grisham Pension File WC 888.806 in William T. 
Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
39 U. J. Biller, Special Examiner, Summary cover letter to Pension Bureau, 1 May 1909, Mary A. Grisham Pension file WC 888.806 in 
William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654 
40 F. B. Curtis, Reviewer, Board of Review, Bureau of Pensions, 8 May 1909, Mary A. Grisham Pension File WC 888.806 in William T. 
Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
41 “Death Register,” Soldiers and Sailors Home, Milford, NE, Records 1896-1939, RG039, #27,489, Library/Archives Division, Nebraska 
State Historical Society, Lincoln. 
42 Wm. T. Grisham, Volunteer Enlistment, Adjutant General Records, State Historical Society of Iowa. William’s father, Thompson 
Grisham, signed that William was at least 18 years old. The Iowa 1856 Census: William, age 11. The 1860 Federal Census: William, age 
16. 
43 “Declaration for Pension”, Act of 1907, William T. Grisham, claimant, William T. Grisham Pension File SC 663,354. 
44 Even though Wm T. Grisham’s Volunteer Enlistment form indicates William was born in Henry County, Iowa, the 1856 Census says the 
family has lived in Iowa for 2 years; therefore, they likely came to Iowa in 1854. 
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Soldiers’ and Sailor’Home in Milford, Seward County.45 William T. Grisham is buried at Blue Mound 
Cemetery, Milford, Seward County, Nebraska.46 
On 6 June 1870 he married Hester Culver at the residence of the minister in Henry County, Iowa.47 

She was probably born about 1850 in Iowa, the probable daughter of Asa Culver and Mary [--?--].48  

She died of consumption in Gainesville, Texas, in April 1881 and is buried in the Crensbow Cemetery 
near Whitesboro, Grayson County, Texas. Hester married James “Jim” B. Salmon in Grayson County, 
Texas, 27 September 1877.49 Hester and Jim had two children but both died.50 
William T. Grisham and Hester Culver were the parents of one son: 
William Asa “Willie” Grisham was probably born in 1871, although his obituary and gravestone state he 
was born 10 May 1873.51 Willie died 28 November 1950 in Shawnee, Pottawatomie County, 
Oklahoma.52 On 1 April 1900, Willie married Martha Ellen “Mattie” McCarty, daughter of Albert G. 
McCarty and Miranda Artie Duschane.53 
Willie Grisham and Mattie McCarty were apparently the parents of five children:  
 William Granville Grisham 
 Eulis Grisham 
 Beulah M. Grisham [m. --?-- Mann] 
 Edith Grisham 
 Articlee Grisham [m. --?-- Jones] 
No known dissolution of marriage record exists for the marriage of William T. Grisham and Hester 
Culver. Special Examiners for the Bureau of Pensions diligently searched for a divorce record, none 
was found. Both parties married again, even though neither had dissolved the first marriage. 
On 11 October 1873 William T. Grisham married Mary Ann Babcock Beber at Princeton, Illinois.54 
Mary may have been the daughter of Roland Babcock and Nancy [--?--]. It is likely that Mary was as 

                                                   
45 “Death Register,” Soldiers and Sailors Home, Milford, NE, Records 1896-1939, RG039, #27,489, Library/Archives Division, Nebraska 
State Historical Society, Lincoln. Also, Mary A. Grisham Deposition, 13 November 1908, William T. Grisham Civil War Pension File, 
WC 888.806, NARA. 
46 W. T. Grisham, Find-a-Grave memorial 51,336,336. 
47 Henry County, Iowa, Mount Pleasant, Marriage Book F:117, License #611, William T. Grisham and Hester Culver, 6 June 1870. 
Marriage performed by Jonathan Lee, Minister of the Gospel “at my own residence.” 
48 1870 U.S. Census, Henry County, Jackson Township, page 241A, Dwelling 217, Family 215, Asa Culver household. 
49 U. J. Biller, Special Examiner, Summary cover letter to Pension Bureau, 1 May 1909, Mary A. Grisham Pension file WC 888.806 in 
William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654. 
50 Mary E. Thomas Deposition, 8 March 1909, and Lucinda Salmon, deposition, 26 April 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888,806 
in William T. Grisham pension file SC 663,654 
51 Mary A. Grissom [wife of David Grissom] Deposition, 3 February 1909, Mary A. Grisham pension file WC 888.806 in William T. 
Grisham pension file SC 663,654, NARA. In this deposition Mary states that William stopped at their house one day and introduced his 
wife and she had “a child just beginning to walk they called Willie.” This means the child was probably about a year old. Since William 
married Mary Ann Babcock Beber on 11 October 1873, the boy was probably not born in May of that year. In fact, in a deposition dated 13 
November 1908, Mary states, “I got acquainted with Wm. T. Grisham about a year before I married him…” 
52 William Asa Grisham, Find-A-Grave Memorial #12135660.. 
53 For her parents see Find-A-Grave Memorial #12135660, as well as 1870 U.S. Census, pop sch, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, 
Township 3, ED 102, p. 2A, dwelling 18, family 13, Albert G. McCarty household. For marriage date: William Grisham and Mattie 
McCarty, marriage license #1228, issued 19 March 1900, married 1 April 1900, Indian Marriage and Other Records, 1850-1920, Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, via Ancestry.com, Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Marriage, Citizenship and Census 
Records, 1841-1927, digital image, accessed 10 February 2016. 
54 Bureau County, Illinois, Certified copy of Marriage Certificate, William T. Grisham and Mary A. Beber, of Walnut, Illinois, were 
married on 11 October 1873 by F. B. Ives, Pastor of the Baptist, Princeton, Ill; Mary A. Grisham Widow’s Pension File WC 888,806 in 
William T. Grisham Pension File SC 663,654. 
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much as fifteen years older than William. An analysis of census records indicates that she was probably 
born about 1829 or 1830.55 She was the widow of John Beber, who died July 8, 1865 of typhoid fever at 
Deckerd, Tennessee, while a Private in Co. E, 148th Regiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry.56 John and 
Mary were the parents of five children, one born after John's untimely death. Mary Ann Grisham died 
on 4 September 1909 in Milford, Seward County, Nebraska.57 
William T. Grisham and Mary Ann Babcock did not have any known children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iowa Pioneer, Century & Statehood Certificates 
 
The IOWA CERTIFICATE project is available for anyone whose ancestor was in Iowa during specific 
time periods. Sources of proof can be census, county history, Bible record, land record, etc. The 
completed application and copies of proof are filed at the library for the patrons’ use.  

Application for Certificates 
The Iowa Genealogical Society issues certificates to persons who are directly descended from 
Iowa Pioneers. Applications must prove direct descent and prove that the ancestor settled in Iowa 

• By 1846, to receive a Statehood Certificate; 

• By 1856, to receive a Pioneer Certificate; 

                                                   
55 In 1850 she was listed as age 20; in 1860 as age 28; in 1870 as age 39; in 1880 as age 50; in 1885 as age 56, and in 1900 as age 71. 1850 
U.S. Census, Van Buren County, Iowa, Cedar Township, p 284B, dwelling 77, family 77, Roland Babcock household. Also, 1860 U.S. 
Census, Walnut, Bureau County, Illinois, p. 660, family 4511, John Beeber household. Also, 1870 U.S. Census, Bureau County, Illinois, 
Walnut, page 522A, dwelling 94, family 91, Sarah Beaber household [appears census taker accidentally put the numbers on the wrong line. 
Also, 1880 U.S. Census, pop sch., Montgomery County, Iowa, Red Oak, p. 16, ED 145, dwelling 140, family 151, Wm T. Grisham 
household. Also, 1885 Nebraska State Census, Otoe County, Nebraska, Nebraska City, p. 50, ED 559, Emily[?] Street, dwelling 449, 
family 473, William Grisham family. Also, 1900 U.S. Census, pop sch., Seward County, Nebraska, O Precinct, ED 154, p. 3B, dwelling 
77, family 80, Wm Gresham household. 
56 1850 U.S. Census, Van Buren County, Iowa, Cedar Township, p 284B, dwelling 77, family 77, Roland Babcock household. Also, 
Rowlin Babcock was one of two witnesses on 28 September 1865 for her affidavit for application for pension after John Beber’s death: 
Mary Ann Beber Deposition in William T. Grisham pension file WC 888,806, NARA 
57 “Death Register,” Soldiers and Sailors Home, Milford, NE, Records 1896-1939, RG039, #27,489, Library/Archives Division, Nebraska 
State Historical Society, Lincoln, viewed 29 February 2016. 


